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millenarianism and agnosticism. Of course I Peter 3 : 18 ff., gives him an excel- 
lent opportunity for inveighing against the doctrine of a second probation, and 
he closes the notes on Jude with a suggestion that the warnings of this epistle can 
well be employed against those who are to-day maintaining " the principle that 
the Bible must be explained by one's spiritual consciousness." He also has a 
grudge against certain classes of ministers, and at 2 Peter, 2 : 16, says, " The ass 
(Balaam's) wastes no words, but — which is more than can be said of some preach- 
ers — speaks with directness and force." He refers to certain views of the marriage 
relation which " would sling domestic life into chaos." Still in spite of these 
infelicities and occasional vagaries, the commentary, if not scholarly and judicious, 
aims to cover all questions suggested by the epistles. The author would have 
produced a more acceptable work if he had not been so eager to spring at the 
throat of what he regards as present errors of Christian teaching and life. The 
work done on the Epistles of John calls for more unqualified commendation. 
The spirit is admirable. The difficult passages are treated soberly and with a 
firm hand. By an oversight Eusebius is cited as authority for the statement that 
Papias was a hearer of John the Apostle. Eusebius, however, claims that John 
the presbyter must have been the person referred to by Papias. The great lack 
in all this volume is any adequate use of the fundamental principle of historical 
interpretation. 

The Incarnation. 

The Incarnation as a Motive Power. By William Bright, D.D., Canon of Christ 
Church, Oxford. New York : E. and J. B. Young and Co. Pp. xxvii, 283. 
Price $1.75. 

A series of sermons by an Oxford professor does not as a rule promise a rich 
and savory repast. It cannot be said in this case that the writer has produced a 
remarkable volume. The purpose of the collection however, is excellent, being 
expressed in the title page. Christianity as a life, it is claimed, cannot be separated 
from Christianity as a system of doctrine. Chief and central among these doctrines 
of the Gospel is the fact of the Incarnation. " Christian morality, which consists 
in doing what Christ has bidden, cannot but be grounded on the doctrine which 
tells us who Christ is. And thus throughout all Christian ages, the essence of 
Christian life is the absolute devotion of the soul to the Person of its divine and 
human Saviour, so that for the purposes of a belief which is to be not barren but 
fruitful — the Incarnation will mean the Incarnate" The idea is carried out into 
the several aspects of this doctrine in their bearing on the Christian life. The 
sermons are simple in language and practical in thought without presenting much 
that is new or stirring the heart. The discourse on " Christ's Presence amid 
theological studies " touches a very serious and difficult problem in the scholar's 
life— how to preserve a living faith and an active devotion in the midst of scientific 
investigations into Scripture and theological doctrine. 

The Acts of the Apostles. 

The Acts of the Apostles, being the Greek text as revised by Westcott and Hort, 
with explanatory notes. By Thomas E. Page, M.A. London and New York : 
Macmillan and Co. i2mo. Pp. 270. 

This is a convenient little volume for the use of schools and of private students 
who desire to study the original text by the aid of brief explanatory notes. The 
author claims for his work little beyond clearness and simplicity. He seems to have 
gathered much useful material and to have covered the ground in a satisfactory 
way. A serious oversight is the omission of a map. 



